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T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i t e r a r y  C o n t e s t  T h e  Y o u n g  H U M A N - i s t s  i s  t o
d e v e l o p  c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t  a m o n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  h u m a n i s t  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s .  

T h i s  c o n t e s t  i s  a  k e y  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ,  i n  m a n y  w a y s ,  s y m b o l i s i n g
A r n o š t  L u s t i g ´ s  r e m a r k a b l e  l i t e r a r y  l e g a c y  a n d  c a p t i v a t i n g  l i f e  s t o r y .

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  a l s o  w i s h e s  t o  i n s p i r e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  l e a r n  t o  l o v e  t o  r e a d
a n d  e m b e d  i t  a s  a  l i f e - l o n g  h a b i t .  

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n   h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a n  a r t i s t i c - e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,
w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  c u l t i v a t i n g  h u m a n i s m  a n d  j u s t i c e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d

I n  L u s t i g ' s  o w n  w o r d s :  “ S o c i a l  a i l m e n t s  s u c h  a s  r a c i s m ,  n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d
f a n a t i c i s m  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d .  T h e  d a n g e r  h a s  i n c r e a s e d .  I  f e a r  f o r
m y  c h i l d r e n . ”  

MISSION STATEMENT
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 T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  w o r k s  w i t h  A r n o š t  L u s t i g ´ s  l e g a c y ,  a p p l y i n g  i t  o n  t h r e e  l e v e l s :  

 

H I S  L I F E  S T O R Y   -  t o  t e a c h  m o d e r n  h i s t o r y  

H I S  H U M A N I S M  –  t o  t e a c h  c i v i c  e d u c a t i o n  

H I S  A R T  –  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  f i l m  
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Key competencies of the contest 

CREATIVITY                   CRITICAL THINKING                    COMMUNICATION              COLLABORATION
 

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  t h i s  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e s t  f o c u s e s  o n  c r e a t i v i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n
w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  w e  w i l l  a l s o  p r o m o t e  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  o f  t h e  “ 4 C s ”  w h i c h

a r e  a l s o  r e g a r d e d  a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  n a v i g a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  a
c o m p l e x  w o r l d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  b y  c o n s t a n t  c h a n g e ,  f a k e  n e w s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g

i n f l u e n c e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .
 
 
 
 



T E R M ,  P A R T I C I P A N T S

I n  t h e  2 n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  A r n o š t  L u s t i g  F o u n d a t i o n  a n n o u n c e s  t h e  p i l o t  y e a r  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t e s t :
Y o u n g  H U M A N - i s t s .  
T h e  c o n t e s t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h r e e  k e y  t y p e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g :  
1 )  C z e c h  -  B o h u m i l  H r a b a l  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l ,  A n t o n í n s k á  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  B r n o  
2 )  G e r m a n  -  T h ú r i n g e r  G e m e i n s c h a f t s s c h u l e  C a r l  Z e i s s  ( W e i m a r ) ,  O s t s c h u l e  ( G e r a )
3 )  C z e c h  s c h o o l s  a b r o a d  -  s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  C z e c h  S c h o o l  w i t h o u t  B o r d e r s  i n  B r u s s e l s  a n d  T h e  E u r o p e a n  G y m n a s i u m

A G E ,  T O P I C

T h e  c o n t e s t  i s  o p e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  a g e d  1 4 - 1 5  a n d  s e e k s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  g e n r e s  o f  p r o s e ,  p o e t r y  a n d  j o u r n a l i s m  o n  t h e
t h e m e  o f  " f r i e n d s h i p "  -   a  k e y  v a l u e  o f  A L F .  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  t h e m e  t h a t  p e r s o n i f i e s  o u r  v a l u e s  w i l l  b e  c h o s e n .  

W O R K S H O P

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  a  w o r k s h o p  f o r  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e m  t o  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ' s  m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  a l l  n e c e s s a r y
l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  P r a g u e  f o r  s c h o o l s  f r o m  t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c  a n d  G e r m a n y .  I f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n
d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  a  p e r s o n a l  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  b e  o n l i n e .  T h r o u g h  t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  t h e  m e n t o r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n
h o w  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n t e s t .  L a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  w i l l  r e c e i v e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  p r e s e n t  a
s e l e c t e d  s h o r t  s t o r y  b y  A r n o š t  L u s t i g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  v a l u e s  h e  p e r s o n i f i e d ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  c i v i c s  l e s s o n s .  T h e
l e c t u r e r  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  t e x t s  t h a t  t o u c h  o n  f r i e n d s h i p  -  T h e  S e c o n d  R o u n d ,  C o n f e s s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  s h o r t  f i l m  S o u s t o  ( d i r e c t e d  b y
J a n  N ě m e c ) .  

J U R Y

T h e  j u r y  t h a t  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  b e s t  t e x t s  w i l l  b e  c o m p o s e d  o f  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r  ( p o e t ,  n o v e l i s t ,  j o u r n a l i s t )  a n d  a
s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t  j u r y  ( f r o m  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  R e m e m b r a n c e   o f  t h e  N a t i o n ) .  A s  f u l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  j u r y ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l
p r e s e n t  a  ( s t u d e n t )  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b e s t  t e x t s  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j u r y .  T h e  w i n n e r s  o f  C z e c h  s c h o o l s  w i t h o u t  b o r d e r s  w i l l  b e
a n n o u n c e d  i n  p a r a l l e l .  T h e  j u r y  w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  a l s o  b e  f o r  t h e  G e r m a n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s a m e  p r i n c i p l e  a s  f o r  t h e
C z e c h  s c h o o l s .  
 

A N A L Y S I S

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o n t e s t  a n d  i t s  e v a l u a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  f o c u s  g r o u p  w i t h  l i v e  g r a p h i c  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a  w o r k s h o p
f o r  t e a c h e r s .  T h e  a i m  w i l l  b e  t o  a n a l y s e  t h e  p i l o t  y e a r ,  a d j u s t  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  o v e r a l l  i m p a c t  o f
t h e  c o n t e s t  Y o u n g  H U M A N - i s t s .  T h e  f i n d i n g s  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  a n d  i n  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  
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Study stay in Kutná Hora - GASK Museum
Free entry to the Svět knihy - literary festival
The Book of Arnošt Lustig 
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PRIZES

 

Exchange stay with a competitor/winner from abroad
Study stay in Kutná Hora - GASK Gallery
Arnošt Lustig's book 
Interviews and media presentation of the winning work

Study stay in Kutná Hora - GASK Museum
Arnošt Lustig's book 
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T h e  A r n o š t  L u s t i g  F o u n d a t i o n  s t r o n g l y  c o n d e m n s  t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  U k r a i n e  b y  t h e
R u s s i a n  a r m y  a n d  e x p r e s s e s  i t s  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  i n v a d e d  s t a t e .  T h e
F u n d  h a s  t h e r e f o r e  d e c i d e d  t o  i n v i t e  p u p i l s  f r o m  U k r a i n e  a g e d  1 4  t o  1 5  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  Y o u n g  H U M A N - i s t s  p r o j e c t  t o
i n c l u d e  a  s e c t i o n  c a l l e d  W a r  a n d  P e a c e .  

O n  1 0  J u n e  2 0 2 2 ,  N F A L  a n d  i t s  p a r t n e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i l l  o r g a n i s e  a  d a y - l o n g
w o r k s h o p  a t  t h e  P o p e l k a  A r t  S c h o o l  i n  P r a g u e  5 ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  w o r k
o f  a r t  o n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h e m e  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  u n d e r  e x p e r t  g u i d a n c e .  

T h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  b e  l e d  b y  l e c t u r e r s  w h o  h a v e  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
a r t p h i l a t e l y ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  e x p e r i e n t i a l ,  r e f l e c t i v e  a n d  c r e a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  u p b r i n g i n g  t h a t  d r a w s  o n  v i s u a l  c u l t u r e  o r  o t h e r  e x p r e s s i v e
c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s .

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  w i n n i n g  t e x t s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  U k r a i n i a n ,  o r  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e .  T h e
c r e a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  d i s p l a y e d  a t  t h e  Y o u n g  H U M A N - i s t s  c e r e m o n y  o n  1 7  J u n e  a n d
e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t  o f  t h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c h a r i t a b l e  d o n a t i o n  o n  t h a t  d a y
t o  h e l p  t h e m  l i v e  a n d  s t u d y  f u l l y  i n  t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c .



Chief of the project: Eva Lustigová

Project manager: Veronika Smyslová

German Schools Coordinator: Eugenie Truetzschler

Lecturers, workshops: Andrea Wendlíková, Zdenka

Švadlenková

Focus group facilitator: Jana Čemusová

Graphic recording of focus groups: Klára Keharová
Intern: Anna Adamírová 

THE TEAM
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Additional materials
Young HUMAN-ists



The ALF conducted a survey among teenage students to find out what they know about humanism. The survey was conducted among 74 fourteen-fifteen
year old students from Brno. 

 
The question: "Who is a humanist?" We received a range of different answers. Almost half of the respondents agreed that a humanist is a person who is
human towards other people, loves them and helps them. For others, a humanist is a “fighter” against violence. However, it turned out that a significant

number of students did not know who a humanist is. 
 

"What is characteristic of a humanist?" Respondents are mostly of the opinion that a humanist fights against racism, discrimination and violence. They also
believe that he or she is human-oriented and helpful.

 
For the final question, whether the respondents consider themselves humanists, almost half of the respondents said no. However, some added that they

answered in the negative because they do not know what being a humanist entails. The rest consider themselves humanists, and a few do not know what
to say. From the above results, it is evident that the majority of the youth interviewed are not sufficiently informed about humanists and humanism. 

 
 

 
For this reason, the ALF has decided to organize a literary contest called Young HUMAN-ists, which will directly
address the topic of humanism. The contest is intended to spread awareness of humanism (not only) among
youth through the development of creative writing, critical thinking and democratic decision-making (in, for

example, students acting as contest judges).
 
 

Do young people actually  know what humanism is?


